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Question 1 
 

IQ WKe SReP , IQ MUV TLOVcKeU¶V cOaVV, WKe Ldea RI cKLOdKRRd PePRULeV aUe 
presented as being quite fragile and quick to be destroyed by the harsh brutality of 
experience from the adult world. This essay will examine this in depth by examining 
how the poet uses a variety of language and structural devices to present childhood 
memories. 
 

AIWeU WKe cKLOdUeQ¶V OeVVRQ LQ GeRJUaSK\: ³TaQa. EWKLRSLa. KKaUWRXP. AVZaQ,´ 
WKe\ aUe JLYeQ a ³VNLWWOe RI PLON.´ TKe adMecWLYe ³VNLWWOe´ cRXSOed ZLWK WKe QRXQ ³PLON´ 
LOOXVWUaWeV MXVW KRZ SUePaWXUe aQd \RXWKIXO WKe cKLOdUeQ aUe. TKe PeQWLRQ RI ³PLON´ 
has connotations of being a young, innocent newborn child and we instantly think of 
young babies who are very much deSeQdeQW RQ WKeLU PRWKeU¶V caUe. TKLV PeQWLRQ RI 
³PLON´ cRQYe\V KRZ cKLOdKRRd PePRULeV aUe beLQJ SUeVeQWed LQ a QRVWaOJLc Za\ - 
childhood appears to be portrayed as a perfect and carefree past where people felt 
secure in their environment.   

 
Furthermore, WKe QaUUaWRU UeIOecWV WKaW ³MUV TLOVcKeU ORYed \RX.´ TKe XVe RI 

caeVXUa LQ WKLV UeIOecWLRQ UeYeaOV MXVW KRZ SXUe aQd LQQRceQW WKe cKLOd¶V LQWeUQaO 
dialogue was. This conveys the high level of innocence this child had as they saw the 
world in an extremely positive way where everybody appeared to care for and love 
WKeP. FXUWKeUPRUe WKe cKLOd VKRZV WKeLU SULde WKaW MUV TLOVcKeU OeIW WKeP a ³JROd 
VWaU.´ TKe XVe RI WKe cRORXUIXO adMecWLYe ³JROd´ cRXSOed ZLWK WKe QRXQ ³VWaU´ LV 
symbolic for the wish that children had for the approval of adults who they highly 
admired. Hence this presents childhood memories as an idealised time when young 
children saw adults as perfect and sought their approval.  

 
MRUeRYeU, WKe Ldea RI LQQRceQce LV VWULSSed aZa\ ZKeQ a ³rough boy / told you 

KRZ \RX ZeUe bRUQ.´  TKLV PaUNed WKe eQd RI WKe QaUUaWRU¶V SXULW\ aV Ke ZaV e[SRVed 
WR PaWXUe WRSLcV aQd ZaV WKeUeIRUe OeIW ³aSSaOOed.´ TKLV SRUWUa\V KRZ WUaXPaWLc WKe 
experience of growing up is and how quickly everything then happens. Indeed the 
use of enjambment is important in showing how temporary and precious childhood 
really is as the onset of adulthood is so rapid and the narrator appears to convey the 
XQVWRSSabOe LQYaVLRQ RI e[SeULeQce ZKLcK deVWUR\V RQe¶V cKLOdKRRd aQd WKeLU 
innocence.  
 
 Furthermore, we learn how rapid the experience of growing up is and the 
SaUadR[LcaO LPSacW RI ORVLQJ RQe¶V cKLOdKRRd aV ZeOO aV WKe RSSRUWXQLWLeV WKaW 
experience and adulthood presents. On the one hand, it appears that the narrator 
seems to be increasingO\ Ve[XaOO\ cXULRXV aV WKLV LV VKRZQ WKURXJK WKe VLbLOaQce ³Ve[\ 
VN\.´ TKe adMecWLYe ³Ve[\´ RQ WKe RQe KaQd VKRZV WKe aOOXUe RI WKe e[SeULeQce aQd 



Question 2:  
 
IQ µTKe WLOd SZaQV aW CRROe¶, WKe QaUUaWRU deVcULbeV WKe VZaQV aV bULOOLaQW aQd 

PaMeVWLc. TKLV LV eYLdeQW LQ WKe TXRWe ³ORRNed XSRQ WKRVe bULOOLaQW cUeaWXUeV.´ TKe XVe 
RI WKe adMecWLYe ³bULOOLaQW´ cRXOd VXJJeVW WKe QaUUaWRU LV LQ aZe RI WKe VZaQV aQd WKaW 
Ke UecRJQLVeV KRZ PaMeVWLc WKe VZaQV aUe. IQ cRQWUaVW, LQ µTKe T\JeU¶, WKe QaUUaWRU 
describes the tiger as fearful and dangerous. This is evideQW LQ WKe TXRWe ³cRXOd IUaPe 
WK\ IeaUIXO V\PPeWU\?´. TKe XVe RI WKe UKeWRULcaO TXeVWLRQ cRPbLQed ZLWK WKe 
adMecWLYe ³IeaUIXO´ cRXOd VXJJeVW WKe ³W\JeU´ LV dLIILcXOW WR cRQWURO, VXJJeVWLQJ QR RQe 
could take or draw an image of it apart from a supreme and immortal being. It could 
also suggest the tiger is not from this earth and that no one has seen power like this 
before. 
 
 IQ µTKe WLOd SZaQV aW CRROe¶, WKe QaUUaWRU deVcULbeV WKe VZaQV aV WKUeaWeQLQJ 
abandonment of the narrator. This can be seen in the quote ³ZKeQ I aZaNe VRPe da\ 
WR ILQd WKe\ KaYe IORZQ aZa\?´. TKe XVe RI WKe UKeWRULcaO TXeVWLRQV cUeaWeV aQ 
ominous tone. The narrator is afraid the swans will leave him. There appears to be an 
RYeUZKeOPLQJ IeaU RI abaQdRQPeQW. HRZeYeU, LQ µTKe T\JeU¶, WKe QaUUator presents 
the tiger as vicious and possibly man-eaWLQJ. TKLV LV VeeQ LQ WKe TXRWe ³daUe LWV deadO\ 
WeUURUV cOaVS!´ TKe XVe RI WKe e[cOaPaWRU\ VeQWeQce cRXOd VXJJeVW WKe QaUUaWRU LV 
terrified of the tiger and that he does not want to be eaten - he is in awe of its beauty, 
but equally afraid of the danger it represents. It could also suggest the tiger has a 
death grip that no one can escape. 
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