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Model Answers 
 
What is the significance of the ´Zorld of groZn-ups" in the Lord of the 
Flies? 
Write about: 

x how Golding presents the grown-ups in the novel 
x how Golding uses the children to reveal the grown-ups in the novel 

 
 

IQ KLV aOOHJRULcaO QRYHO, ´LRUd RI WKH FOLHV,µ WLOOLaP GROdLQJ cOHYHUO\ 
presents the significance of grown-XSV WKURXJK WKH bR\V· adPLUaWLRQ aQd 
dependence on them. However, the adults also serve as a vivid reminder of the 
fallen and evil nature of man, which Golding wanted to convey from his 
experience in the Second World War.  
 

GROdLQJ HIIHcWLYHO\ SUHVHQWV WKH ´ZRUOd RI JURZQ-XSVµ aV VLJQLILcaQW 
through the appearance of the naval officer at the end of the novel. This 
aSSHaUaQcH LV XVHd WR cRQYH\ WKH bR\V· admiration for grown-ups. Ralph feels a 
sense of relief when he sees the naval officer and the power this grown-up holds is 
VKRZQ WKURXJK WKH YLYLd dHVcULSWLRQ RI KLP. WH aUH WROd WKaW KH dRQV a ¶ZKLWH· 
XQLIRUP ZLWK a ¶URZ RI JLOW bXWWRQV· aQd WKLV JLYHV Ralph the reassurance that the 
order civilisation has returned. The colour white is used as a symbol of purity - yet, 
there is a strong sense of irony in this encounter. When Ralph sees the officer, he 
cULHV IRU ´the end of innocence, the darkness of man's KHaUW.µ TKH ´LQQRcHQcHµ 
that Ralph weeps for has been already destroyed by the boys and how quickly they 
descended from evil into chaos. However there is a deep sense of irony in this 
HQcRXQWHU aV ZH UHaOLVH WKH QaLYHWH LQ RaOSK·V UHOLHI. IQdHHd LW LV WKH grown-ups 
who started the war that led the boys to be stranded on this island. Thus the naval 
officer is a reminder of this as his primary role is to kill enemies in battle. 
TKHUHIRUH WKH cRORXU ´ZKLWHµ LV UHYHaOHd WR bH PHUHO\ a IaoadH aV WKH RIILcHU LV far 
from innocent and he certainly does not represent peace. In fact, the white 
uniform he wears is a thin cover for the bloodshed and the mass murder caused by 
men like him who kill each other in war. Contextually, this is significant as Golding 
uses this encounter to convey his experiences in the Second World War. He 
PHQWLRQV WKaW bHIRUH WKH ZaU, KH bHOLHYHd LQ WKH ´SHUIHcWLbLOLW\ RI VRcLaO PaQ,µ \HW 
WKH ZaU UHYHaOHd WR KLP WKH ´YLOHQHVVµ dRQH ´bH\RQd aOO ZRUdVµ b\ PaQ LQ WKH 
grown-up world. Thus this naval officer is engaged in a brutal war and he acts 
much like the boys acted towards each other. Much like the boys who kill Piggy 
and Simon, he has in common with them the ability to kill other people without 
feeling any emotion. This encounter highlights that the children, like the grown-
XSV, aUH aOO VXIIHULQJ IURP WKH WHUULbOH ´dLVHaVH RI bHLQJ KXPaQ.µ 
 
 FXUWKHUPRUH, WKH ´ZRUOd RI JURZQ-XSVµ LV SUHVHQWHd aV bHLQJ civilised and a 
source of guidance for the boys. The boys model their decisions based on what 



 
 
and moral behaviour ² and ultimately his death points to the destruction of these 
two virtues. 
 

Finally, the murder of Piggy is powerful in illustrating his importance as a 
character in the novel, as it shows that there is no longer any order among the 
boys. The shocking description of his death goes against what we as readers 
associate with childhood, as well as the innocence we perceive within children. 
GROdLQJ YLYLdO\ dHSLcWV KRZ WKH ´URcN VWUXcN PLJJ\ a JOaQcLQJ bORZ IURP cKLQ WR 
knee; the conch exploded into a thousand white fragments and ceased to exisW.µ 
This savage death hauntingly echoes the manner in which the boys killed the sow 
HaUOLHU RQ LQ WKH QRYHO: ´AW RQcH WKH cURZd VXUJHd aIWHU LW, SRXUHd dRZQ WKH URcN, 
OHaSW RQ WR WKH bHaVW, VcUHaPHd, VWUXcN, bLW, WRUH«µ TKLV aQLPaOLVWLc VOaXJKWHU RI 
Piggy, much like the pig, shows how the boys have descended into a brutal, 
Darwinian existence as they have been reduced to their bare, animal instincts. This 
aQLPaOLVWLc H[LVWHQcH LV IXUWKHU HcKRHd ZKHQ ZH ZLWQHVV PLJJ\·V dHad bRd\: ´HLV 
KHad RSHQHd« PLJJ\'V aUms and legs twitched a bit, like a pig's after it has been 
NLOOHd.µ GROdLQJ XVHV WKH VLPLOH aV WKLV SRZHUIXOO\ cRQQHcWV PLJJ\ WR aQ aQLPaO ² 
much like the other boys appear to also function as animals. However, as he is the 
weakest among the clan thus he has been sacrificed in a brutal and senseless death, 
showing how living outside of the social constraints of society has reduced the 
bR\V WR PHUH SULPaWHV aQd RQO\ WKH ILWWHVW aPRQJ WKHP caQ VXUYLYH. HHQcH PLJJ\·V 
death is important in illustrating the fact that civilisation and the threat of 
punishment is vital for a functioning society. Without the imposition of strict, 
social controls, even the most innocent of humans has the capacity to become a 
cruel and barbaric individual who preys on the weakest beings within his group.  

 
To conclude, Piggy serves as an important character as he highlights the fact 

that humans can aspire to be good, civilised and logical people. Piggy is an emblem 
of this aspiration and he plays an important role in showing the highest values that 
KXPaQV caQ aVSLUH WR. HRZHYHU WKH bR\V· dHVcHQW LQWR VaYaJHU\ aQd KLV HYHQWXaO 
death also highlights the depths human nature can sink to. Therefore his character 
shows the importance of placing the social constraints of civilisation on people, to 
ensure that we as individuals do not descend into the animalistic people that we are 
capable of becoming.  
 
  


